Air Marshal JW Newham AC RAAF (Retd)
Church Point NSW 2105

14™ July 2011

Hon Dr M Kelly AM MP
PO Box 214
Queanbeyan NSW 2620

| have read Peter Criss’s letter to you regarding the unconscionable attitude of you and your
colleagues on DFRDB indexation and would like you to know | share his view. Speaking for many
friends and erstwhile colleagues, we are astonished at your deception and gall. Frequently we
see the ultimate hypocrisy when the Prime Minister assures families when there is a casualty,
‘we will look after you’. We note the hollow words attached to sentiments of praise and cringe
when senior military figures are misused as backdrop for unpalatable announcements.

We are expected to swallow patent falsehoods in your peddling ‘reasons’ for preserving
defence members’ retired pay status quo, while you, through suggestion, convey to the public
the notion that pensions are straight drain from Consolidated Revenue without mentioning the
fact that we contribute, and that the arrangement was changed from a superannuation fund
overseen by a board until 1972 when the Jess Committee Recommendations were accepted by
the Whitlam Government. For a time the provisions seemed OK until under government
direction the CPI was fiddled to our disadvantage. You would have known this when you were
serving, but now have switched to a scheme that contains the elements of fair, even generous,
retirement benefits — a dirty dig | acknowledge, but we have been fended off for too long.

| do not apologise for the tone of this letter because we are being short changed and treated as
gullible fools; the government has reduced retired servicemen and women to the lowest

stratum of society.

Yours sincerely



