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12 April 2010

The Hon Kevin Rudd
Prime Minister
Parliament House
Canberra

Dear Prime Minister,

I am writing to you to express the concerns of the TPI Federation regarding the introduction of an emissions trading scheme (ETS).  I believe those concerns are shared by many veterans and their families.

The former Government did little to address the significant issues facing veterans.  The compensation package provided for the introduction of the GST did not compensate veterans on fixed incomes for the actual rise in their cost of living.  Also, it was not until the 11th hour that it acknowledged the problems with the indexation mechanisms for disability pensions and moved to adjust them.  Even then it was only after you had announced that the Labor party, if elected, would introduce the changes we had been seeking and the adjustments, when finally made, never fully compensated for the amount that had been lost from the pensions over the previous decade.

Labor came to power with a very positive and comprehensive veterans affairs package.  It was a package which was encouraged, supported and contributed to by the TPI Federation. But we have become saddened and disillusioned by much of the implementation of the package and the change in attitude by your Government towards veterans. 

In the last budget the bench mark rate for all veterans’ disability pensions was ignored when all other bench marks for government pensions were increased. This happened even though Treasurer Swan said publicly that veterans disability pensions would be included as part of the Harmer Review.  Since the May 2009 Budget we have asked the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, his Department and your Office to give us a simple explanation as to why veterans’ disability pensions were excluded from the Harmer Review.  We understand the outcome of the Review; we simply don’t understand why veterans’ disability pensions were not included and no one from the Government or the Department has offered an explanation. We are also very disappointed to be subjected to the offensive spin and the wedge politics from the Minister’s office over the issue of veterans’ disability pensions. This indicates clearly to us that the government is not taking this important issue seriously. 

Prime Minister, you will understand why we are somewhat cautious and skeptical when we hear you say that some 2.9 million low-income families and pensioners will be fully compensated when an ETS is introduced.  We are aware that legislation is in place for a 1% increase in pensions on the 1st of July 2011 and a further 1.5% increase on the 1st July 2012 to compensate for the introduction of an ETS. Whilst we are told these increases will extend to veterans and their families, we are concerned that further legislation will be introduced to bypass veterans’ disability pensions as was done with your Government’s response to the Harmer Review.  

Our experience with the GST and the outcomes of the Harmer Review would lead us to believe that we will not be FULLY compensated but will again end up a few steps behind the rest of the community. The standard of living of disabled veterans and the value of their pensions relative to other pensions have been continually eroded for nearly fifteen years.

What we seek from you going into the coming election is an unequivocal guarantee that with the introduction of an ETS veteran disability pensioners will be fully and properly compensated to ensure their disability pensions will maintain their relative value to other government pensions and, that veterans and their families will not have their standard of living further eroded. 

I know that you are very busy but I am available at any time to discuss these issues with you in person as they of great concern to the members of the Federation and to the ex-service community at large. 

Yours sincerely







John (Blue) Ryan OAM
National President

    C.c. TPI Federation Directors
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