
Leaders,

This letter is an urgent appeal for your active support to the “Fair Go!”Campaign.

You are aware that in Phase 1, conducted prior to the 2010 Federal Election, we sought to influence all political parties to support our claim for a change to the military superannuation indexation formula. Although successful in gaining the Coalition, Greens and Independents’ support we were unsuccessful with the Gillard Labor Government. However, we were successful in having many voters support us at the ballot box.

The minority Gillard Labor Government continues to deny us fair indexation.

Now in Phase 2 of the FGC we continue to seek to influence the Parliament (Senate & House of Representatives) to legislate a fair indexation.

The Coalition, true to its policy commitment, has introduced the Fair Indexation Bill into the Senate where it has been referred to a Senate Enquiry Committee for consideration and report back to the Senate by the 10th May.
As an ADSO (DFWA, RAAFA, NAA, RARC and ASASA) partner we have made a submission to that Senate Enquiry. The Finance Department’s submission, received after the closure date, continues to support the Matthews’ Report recommendation that CPI is the right indexation formula and states that the costs of any change are against the Government’s fiscal responsibility to return the budget to surplus by 2012-2013. Our submission challenges their costing.
Enough is enough. It is time for the defence community to stand up and support the Fair Indexation Bill in a public display of strength through an active mail campaign targeting opposing Labor Senators and supporting Green and Independent Senator as well as Labor’s marginal seat MPs.
You and your members are the vital link in influencing this Bill being passed in the Senate. 
We need you to take two actions now:

1. Seek and encourage volunteers to join our Campaign’s Action Groups (AG’s) at the State (STAG) and local federal electorates (LAG).

2. Forward the attached sample letters and covering memo to all your members and their families and encourage their commitment to act as requested.
Action Groups Volunteers
In Phase 1 we established Action Groups (AGs) to help the Campaign Directors, Kel Ryan and Ted Chitham, co-ordinate and conduct activities to achieve our objective with both the electoral candidates and the electors in each State/Territory (STAG) and in each Federal electorate (LAG). Each STAG and LAG comprised a Leader and representatives from each of the ADSO partners resident in the marginal electorates. You already have details of the STAG and LAG structure, duties and responsibilities.
In Phase 2 we must strengthen that framework with increased participation from all ADSO partners. I ask you to encourage your members and their families to volunteer to join the AGs in their State and/or their Local electorate. 
Merely passing on the request is only a passive step. The better process is to actively search for volunteers who are active in veterans matters and willing to assist. To help you I have attached the list of marginal electorates and their post codes. I ask you to:

· match the post codes to your membership register to identify those who live in the electorates, and 
· solicit their willingness to join an AG. 

Support Letters – Fair Indexation Bill
Attached are a covering letter and three sample letters to be distributed to your members encouraging them to select any one, or from which they can compose their own, to post or hand deliver to their State Labor, Green and Independent Senators and to their Labor MP in their federal electorate before the 10th May 2011. Details are attached
Please ask them to advise you of letters sent (date and person’s name) and responses received. In that way we can measure our success and the reaction from the politicians.
The success of our campaign is reliant on our ability to gain our members’ support: thank you for yours.
I am on call to assist you in any way.

Duty First

Ted 

Ted Chitham MC OAM

Secretary







2nd May 2011
The RAR Corporation
Tele: (07) 3353 2415

Attachments:

Covering memo to sample letters

Sample letters (3)

List of Target Senators and Marginal Seats

Keeping the Spirit Alive
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