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              A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT.
    Dear members,
Well after my 6 week holiday in Europe and UK and coming back to a cold winter it’s been hard to start these few words for the Newsletter,  Pages. But here goes.

ANZAC DAY MARCH
I thought the Anzac Day March went very smoothly. Our March Leader, Vice Admiral David Leach AC LVO RAN Rtd actually stepped off at 09.13 and the last group (HMAS Norman) to fall out in Elizabeth St did so at 10.11. I walked alongside most units until the final “fall out” so my timing is pretty correct plus or minus a minute or so. My special thanks go 2 members of our March Committee, namely Jack Bennett (ASDIC Assn)   and Ken Street (Communicators Assn) for their major contribution in preparing the Order of March. In addition our FNSA Secretary, Ken Street, did an excellent job as our ABC March Commentator. A special thanks must also go to Bill Strachan (Voyager Assn) and CPO BSN Greg Morris who both did a splendid job as March Marshals. 

I will bring this matter up separately and later in the year, however you should be aware that for the 2011 Anzac Day March we will NOT have Castlereagh St NORTH available to us. ALL units currently forming up in Castlereagh St NORTH will be required to form up in Castlereagh St South thus pushing Units forming up from the corner of Castlereagh St South to be pushed back down Castlereagh St by about 100 plus metres.       MORE ON THIS TO FOLLOW.
ANNUAL LUNCHEON
As most of you would be aware we filled the NSW Parliament House Dining Room to capacity on 15 April this year. 310 Members and Guests were crammed in for our successful Luncheon. I have booked the Strangers Room, NSW Parliament House on Thu 14 Apr 2011 for our Luncheon next year. More to follow on this matter in future newsletter pages.
ANNUAL NAVAL VETERANS CHURCH SERVICE – PROPOSED FOR 10 OCT THIS YEAR.
I am still negotiating with the Commanding Officer HMAS Kuttabul for this Service to go ahead on 10 Oct this year. I expect a reply shortly and hope to have a definite answer for you in time for our next Bi-Monthly Meeting, scheduled for next week Thu 15 July.
REPRESENTATIONS AT EVENTS BY OUR VICE PRESIDENT ALLAN “SHORTY” MOFFATT OAM
During my absence overseas our Vice President “Shorty” Moffatt OAM represented the FSNA at the following functions/events. He has reported on these activities as follows:

RSL (NSW) State Conference 25th and 26 May   The RSL State Conference was held on the 25th and 26th May at Rooty Hill RSL. I believe this may have been the first time the FSNA has been invited. We are not part of the RSL (NSW) but as we are now well known within the Ex Service Organisation (ESO) we were invited but had no voting rights. I was seated on the stage with the Committee of the RSL and other invited Guests. I also had the pleasure of being invited and enjoying a very nice Luncheon with them. I was seated with the State President of the Naval Assn of Australia (NSW) Mr Noel Jackson and the Principal Chaplain Monsignor Brian Rayner OAM RAN.

The Conference was officially opened by the State president Mr Don Rowe OAM. This was followed by speeches from the National President of the RSL Rear Admiral Ken Doolan AO RAN Rtd and the Minister for Veterans Affairs, the Hon Alan Griffin MP. Several amendments to the RSL Constitution were tabled and spoke on from delegates. At the Luncheon I sat with Mrs Elaine Wallace, President of the WRANS (NSW) Assn and Mr Noel Jackson.  After Lunch the Premier of NSW, Kristina Keneally, addressed a capacity crowd of Members and Delegates. At the end of the day the State Treasurer of the RSL gave a very and I mean very detailed report on all expenditure. 

The following day commenced with a speech from the Shadow Minister for Veterans Affairs Ms Louise Markus which included what the Coalition would like to see happen on Veteran matters. 

One of the delegates spoke on “would be” people impersonating returned ADF personnel and wearing medals they are not entitled to. Some also represent themselves to be former Returned Servicemen and wearing medals they are NOT entitled to. One such person turned up this year wearing a replica “Victoria Cross” plus other Vietnam Medals. I understand this matter has been handed to the Australian Federal Police for further investigation. It is difficult to believe people could be so stupid and think they could get away with this !!!!!.

Other speeches included a spokesman from DVA. In addition a Medical Professor spoke about Health Shops, Repat and other problems concerning not only veterans but their families, mental health, stress, cancer (radiation) smoking and alcohol. He also touched on those that served in submarines and personnel who took part in British Atomic tests etc.  He was followed by the National President of the RSL, Rear Admiral Ken Doolan who spoke on the Australian War memorial and he gave one of the best speeches I have ever heard on the” RSL – Now and in the Future”.  He spoke without notes for a lengthy time and with great conviction. The National President gave 3 speeches which were well received by all in attendance.  I have only mentioned a little of the very informative Conference speeches. The RSL Conference closed later on the 2nd day and my attendance on behalf of the FSNA was well worth the time to attend and I hope I have gleaned much information from it.

INDIGENOUS VETERANS SERVICE – 28 MAY
Again, I attended this Service on behalf of the FSNA. The Service was held at the Memorial in Hyde Park, Sydney.  The Service commenced at 11.00 and was opened by the MC, Mr David Williams an Ex CPO M(E) Submariner and was officiated by Pastor Ivan Grant ARA, both aboriginals.  The Official Party included Her Excellency, The Governor of NSW, Professor Marie Bashir AC MVO and Mr Don Rowe, State President of the RSL (NSW). After the Catafalque party was mounted by serving personnel of the Australian Army, there was a welcome by Mr Allan Madden. The Address was provided by Squadron Leader Professor Lisa Jackson-Pulver RAAF, also an aboriginal. It was a pleasure to listen to her life story, from her leaving school at 14 ½ years and what she managed to do and the achievements she has reached, namely; a Professor at the University of NSW and Squadron Leader in the RAAF.  Wreath layers included the Governor of NSW, RSL State Pres, Mr Don Rowe, The Hon Alan Griffin, Minister for Vet Affairs and 3 senior Officers of the Defence Forces including Captain Colin Dagg RAN representing the Fleet Commander Rear Admiral Steve Gilmore AM CSC RAN. Professor Marie Bashir gave the Address and the National Anthem was played. 

I would recommend to all in the Sydney area, if you have the chance, to attend this very moving Service next year.
 I  attended the Funeral of  the late Rear Admiral Nigel Coates AM RAN. Many would  remember him from the Fleet Entry and the Freedom of Entry last year in Sydney when he was the Fleet Commander.  The service was held at the Garden Island Chapel on the 9th June 2010. The Service was Officiated by Principal Chaplain Gary Lock RAN and accompanied by Principal Chaplain Gareth Clayton OAM RANR. It was a full attendance and would be hard to name all, but included, The Governor of NSW, Her Excellency Professor Maria Bashir AC, CVO,   Chief of Navy  Vice Admiral Rus Crane AO CSM RAN, Chief of Army Chief of Air Force,  Senior Parliamentarians, Diplomats and Senior Serving Officers from Military Attaches.
Prior to the Last Post a Volley of 3 shots was fired by an Armed Contingent of serving sailors in the courtyard followed by One Minutes Silence and Reveille. The casket was borne by six serving sailors and placed on the Gun Carriage and Limber which was then pulled along Garden Island by 100 sailors. The full RAN Band was in attendance with drums muffled, draped in black and followed by the Armed Contingent. 
On stepping off, a signal gun was fired by a ship alongside for 13 shots at five second intervals whilst the party made its way to Fleet Headquarters, where the casket was placed in a hearse for the final journey to a private family cremation.
Its journey out of Garden Island was via Fleet Base East passing ships alongside where ships sides were manned by serving personnel in a mark of respect.
A fitting end to a person who in a short time had given so much to this Nation Australia and the Royal Australian Navy.
Thank you Allan, for your comprehensive report on these events.
OTHER  EVENTS ATTENDED 
On the 1st of April I attended an Anzac Service at Pittwater House with Mr Frank Glover (Java Sea Assn). This Service is conducted in full by the students of Pittwater House, a private school located a Collaroy on the Northern Beaches. Many dignitaries were in attendance including Bronwyn Bishop MP and Commodore Graham Sloper RAN Rtd.

On the 8th 0f April I, along with our Vice President Allan Moffatt OAM and many many other ex naval personnel attended the funeral of Warrant Officer Roger Gayden, at Long Jetty. The eulogy was read out by his wartime friend and President of the Corvettes Assn, Mr Howard Halstead OAM. A very large number of Naval Veterans escorted Rogers’s remains from the Church to the waiting hearse prior to retired across the road, to the Long Jetty RSL to partake in a few beers and listen to a wide variety of “Roger” stories. We shall remember them – Lest We Forget.


On the 2nd of July I attended the FESR March around the streets of Gosford. This 3 day event was organised by the FESR Secretary, Laurie “Irish” Shaw and Maurice Kriss. The entire event was attended by our Vice President Allan “Shorty” Moffatt and his wife Helen 
along with many FESR veterans.   (pictured: Ian Pffenningwerth, Allan Moffatt, John Short, Ken Swain and LSCIS Mark Bradbury)
EVENTS IN UK/EUROPE   
As part of our travels in France, my wife June and I spent 3 days in the Somme. We visited the Australian Memorial at Villers Bretonneux and visited the school museum at Villers

We visited many other sites such as Fromelles, Ypres. The “Menin Gate” at Ypres had a profound effect on me as did the school Museum at Villers- Bretonneux with all the letters from WWI diggers which were sent home and then many were sent back to the Museum. I highly recommend visiting the historic battlefields of the Somme where so many Australian, British and Commonwealth soldiers paid the ultimate sacrifice for our Freedom. Lest We Forget.

While in London we visited the Merchant Navy Memorial at Tower Hill, which is adjacent to Tower Hill Station and about 150 metres from the main entrance to the Tower of London. This HUGE Memorial contains the names of EVERY Merchant Ship sunk during WWII together with the names, in bronze, of every seaman who lost his or her life. It is a very big circular garden Memorial with a huge arched Memorial on which to list the names of ships and sailors. Who fought for King and Country. If you ever get to London then I strongly recommend a visit to the Merchant Navy Memorial located at Tower Hill. I was prompted to visit after Don Kennedy (Merchant Navy Assn) gave me a photocopy of the opening ceremony of this Memorial by King George VI in 1948 (I think). Thousands attended and you can easily make out the walls of the Tower of London in the Photograph along with the River Thames. This Memorial had a sobering impact on me.

I also visited the Australian War Memorial at Hyde Park Corner adjacent to Wellington’s Arch. An excellent piece of architecture but I regret to advise it did not leave me with the same feelings as the Somme and the Merchant Navy Memorial.   


NEXT MEETING


Thursday 15 July   














