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        Expressions of Interest are now being sought for
           A national reunion in Brisbane to include the
       Dedication of a Navy Memorial on the site of the
                 first Australian Navy ship-shore signal 
On 9 April 1903 the first Australian Naval message received from a ship at sea to an Australian wireless station was transmitted by the Queensland gunboat, Gayundah, to a receiving station on the cliff top above the historic Naval Stores on the Brisbane River.
The message read: 'Gun drill continued this afternoon and was fairly successful - blowing squally and raining - prize firing tomorrow. Marconi insulators were interfered with by rain but easily rectified and communication since has been good. Good night.'
The ship's aerial was a tall bamboo pole lashed to the mast. 
The RAN Communications Branch has decided to celebrate the 110th anniversary of this event with the National Reunion to coincide with the dedication of a Navy memorial to all who served and those who paid the supreme sacrifice, 9th April 2013 
The site of the first signal, now in the grounds of St Mary’s Church at Kangaroo Point in Brisbane,  was chosen for the Navy Memorial due to the past naval history of the area.
You are cordially invited to submit your interest in attending the events, as described below.
Note:  The program below is tentative with costs, venues and bookings to be confirmed.
Yes:  I am interested in attending RANCBA Brisbane Reunion in April 2013.  I understand that this is an Expression of Interest only, with formal registration required between April and August 2012.
	Name:
	
	Partner:
	

	Welcome Pack* Required?
	Yes/No
	Welcome Pack Required?
	Yes/No

	Date
	Event
	Number Attending

	Sunday 7th April evening
	 9 am Navy Commemorative Service St Mary’s Church

Registration and Welcome function – venue to be confirmed
	

	Monday 8th April
	am function at old Comms Hut – Holland Park followed by
BBQ lunch  
or free morning with Lunch on Riverboat Kookaburra Queen
[bookmark: _GoBack]PM Civic Reception
	

	Tuesday 9th
AM
	Short march along River Tce with Navy Band and other Navy units, to dedication of Navy Memorial & Wreath laying
Followed by morning tea with invited guests, Governor, Premier, Lord Mayor, CN and others
	

	Tuesday 9th
Afternoon
	Relax or:  visit local winery,                                        enjoy a round of golf                                                   Tour XXXX Brewery  all to be confirmed.
	

	Tuesday 9th
PM
	Formal Dinner.  Enjoy a 3 course dinner with wine, beer and soft drinks.  A number of top class venues have been identified for this event that will include remembering those who have crossed the bar, guest speakers and passing the batton.
	

	Wednesday 10th April
	departure
	

	Transport
	Will you be driving to the Reunion or coming by train, plane?
	


· The Welcome pack will probably include event programme, a cap/hat, shirt, and tote bag.  This will be finalised prior to registrations being requested.
Return this form to: Email: alsonhellier@bigpond.com  Fax 07 3397 5026: Snail Mail The Secretary RANCBA (Q) PO Box 119 Holland Park  Qld 4121  Expressions of interest close 30th April 2012.
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